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most cordial hospitality; and I spent many happy hours In
their congenial family circle. In the afternoon Herr von
Bethmann Hollweg gave me my first chance of shooting a
roebuck; the spot where he fell is now marked by a boulder
and a young oak. As 1 had nothing but my uniform with me,
his tall son, afterwards Imperial Chancellor, lent me his shooting-
jacket, which, on me, looked like a summer overcoat and
excited great merriment. The loyal and deeply religious
atmosphere of the Bethmann household was extremely
sympathetic to me, and drew me to Hohenfmow on many
future occasions.
At the close of the manoeuvres I went to Bonna to begin my

university career.

*          *          *

Before I begin a description of my life at Bonn, I think it
may be well to note a few other events of 1877 which may not
be uninteresting.

In the spring I travelled with my parents to Kiel to see my
brother Henry join the navy. We broke the journey at
Hamburg, and put up at an hotel on the Alster. At a dinner
In the Kunsthalle I had an opportunity to Inspect the collection
of pictures, and was much struck by the seascapes and naval
paintings of the famous marine painter, A. Melbye. I possessed
a collection of photographs of his works, but was now glad to
see several of the originals.

Next day I accompanied my father to an inspection of the
garrison troops of Hamburg and Altona. Before the sham-
fight began, I asked General von Tresckow, the commanding
officer, what " Turks " [i.e., rehearsed " stunts "J the battalion
commander would introduce for our benefit. His Excellency
replied with some acerbity : " the ballet effects, or so-called
* Turks/ which are so popular with the Guards, are not in
favour here, though they may be all very well for Berlin or
Potsdam. I give a general order, and thereafter the manoeuvres
of the troops are wholly spontaneous/'

Much abashed, I turned for consolation to Colonel Strecclus,
whom I had known. In Cassel, and who had heard the general's
retort- He laughed, till his huge body shook like a jelly,